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Abstract: In the last ten years in Australia, teacher education programs have gone through a shift to 
accommodate the Commonwealth Government’s education policy of global best practice and 
international assessment benchmarks. Higher education service providers bought into that agenda 
and have started tailoring their programs toward achieving the government’s stand, being their 
primary funding agency. This has been reflected in a range of programs and curriculum offerings by 
these institutions to prepare pre-service teachers for the world of teaching. An appraisal of teacher 
education curriculum against the intent of national educational goals sees a significant narrowing of 
teaching initiatives, now largely restricted to specialist curriculum areas and certain professional 
skills. Pre-service teachers currently enter schools without adequate educational foundational 
knowledge, and without a philosophical understanding of how to engage and develop creative minds 
in 21st century teaching and learning. In this paper, we argue that the foundation of achieving 
creative minds is through the integration of philosophy of education within the teacher education 
curriculum.  
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